BRIDGETT WILLIAMS-SEARLE

Department of History and Political Science

 8 Moran Hall

College of St . Rose

Albany, NY  12208

Current position: Associate Professor of American History, College of Saint Rose 

Teaching and research fields:

US History; Colonial and Early American Republic History; State Formation and Citizenship in Early Modern Atlantic Peripheries; US Frontier; Comparative Slavery &  Law; Gender and Sexuality; US Women’s History; American Indian History; Borderlands and Transnational Identity Formation and Culture; Race and Ethnicity in American Society; American Popular Culture; American Studies; History of Piracy
Education

2005

Ph.D., History, University of Iowa

  

“Intimate Empires: Household Order, Property Relations and the Law in the Western 

Country, 1760-1830”

Subfield preparations: Colonial and Early Republic America; US Women’s History; American Indian History, 1000-present;  Colonial and Modern Latin American History; Transatlantic Slavery and History of Slavery in the Americas; US legal history; US Social and Cultural History; Labor and Class Formation in the Americas; Civil War and Reconstruction; Feminist Ethnography; Feminist Theory and History of Feminist Thought; Economic history; Rhetorics of Inquiry
Languages: Spanish; German; French

1991

M.A., Youngstown State University,  OH



Summa Cum Laude  Thesis: “James Monroe, Consul to Rio, 1863-1869”

Subfields: 19th century US politics and diplomacy; Civil War and Reconstruction; Colonial America; Latin American History; US Women’s History
1986

B.A., Hiram College, OH



Honors Theses:  English; History 
Awards and Fellowships

Scholarly Prizes

2006

Phi Alpha Theta/Westerners International Prize – Best Dissertation in Western US History

2006

Finalist, Lerner-Scott Prize -- Best Dissertation in Women’s History

Writing Fellowships

2013

Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethnicity Residential Fellowship

2010

Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethnicity Residential Fellowship

2007

Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethnicity Studies Residential Fellowship

2006

St. Rose Scholars and Artists Fellowship

2006

Professional Development Fellowship, College of St. Rose

2000

Woodrow Wilson Foundation Women's Studies Fellowship 
2001

Edwin Piper Fellowship, University of Iowa Foundation 

1997

Ada Louise Ballard Fellowship, University of Iowa Graduate College 

              1996

Louis Pelzer Fellowship, University of Iowa History Department 
Research Fellowships
2006

Gilder-Lehrman Institute Summer Fellowship, New York City, NY

2005

SHEAR/Mellon Summer Fellowship, Library Company of Pennsylvania

1996

Everett Helm Visiting Fellow, Lilly Library, Bloomington, IN 

1996

Indiana Historical Society Fellow, Indianapolis, IN 

1994

Iowa Sesquicentennial Research Grant, State Historical Society of Iowa


Grant-Writing

2006                     Transformational Initiative Grant -- St. Rose Center for Citizenship, Race, and 

                             Ethnicity  Studies (CREST) 

Teaching

College of St. Rose, Albany, NY 2002-Present
HISTORY

Graduate
U.S. Historiography; Topics in U.S. Women’s History; Colonial North America ; U.S. Early Republic

Capstone research seminar

Senior Research Seminar: US and Empire; US Empire and Modernity, 1500-present; Atlantic America, 1600-1800

Advanced Undergraduate

U.S. Women’s History; Revolution to Republic, 1750-1850; American Indian History; Atlantic America, 1500-1800 (study away integrated course); Gender, Sexualities and Empires in the British Atlantic,1500-1800; The Civil War
Undergraduate Survey

US History to 1865; Colonial North America; U.S. Environmental History; American Frontier; New York State History; US West; Social Studies Economics; Social Studies Geography 
Methods

Villains of All Nations:  Caribbean Piracy and Historians; Salem Witch Trials and Historians; History 100: Introduction to Methods; History 300: Advanced Methods

AMERICAN STUDIES

Capstone seminar and field experience 
Senior Research Seminar; field experience director
Methods

American Studies:Theory and Practice: Race, Sexuality, and Class in Modern America, 1930-present
Undergraduate Topics
AMS 220:  Topics in Diversity and Social Justice – American Indian History, 1000 to present
AMS 230: Topics in Critical Race Studies – Border Crossings: Gender and Race in the US West, 1800 to the present

WOMEN’S STUDIES
WST 100 – Introduction to Women’s Studies

WST 320 – History of Feminist Thought

WST 380 – Topics in Women’s Studies: Race and Sexualities 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, 1992-2002

Topics of Courses Offered:
Latin American History, 1500-present

Gender, Race, and the American West

US Women’s History 

Colonial North America
American Frontier
US Survey I and II (1400-present) 

MENTORING (selected)
Laura Boggs Gagnon, American Historical Association Griswold Teaching Prize, 2014

Rodney Schuyler, Saint Rose Undergraduate Research Fellow, 2014; full 5-year graduate fellowship, University of  Pittsburgh
Elana Krischer, SHEAR/Mellon Undergraduate Fellow, 2010; full 5-year graduate fellowship, University of Albany
Kimberly Felton, fellowship, University of Albany Law

Keith Cronin, fellowship, University of Albany Law

Richard White, fellowship, University of Albany Law

Chelsea Evanyke, fellowship, University of Illinois

Heather Thibdeau, Finalist, Mount Vernon Fellow, 2010

Adrian Warnock-Graham, SHEAR/Mellon Undergraduate Fellow 2006

Administrative Experience

2017-2019
Chair, History and Political Science Department, College of Saint Rose

2006-2008
Chair, Women’s Studies Program, College of Saint Rose
2000-2002
Director, History Teaching and Writing Center, University of Iowa

Archival  And Research Assistantships

1998-2000
F. Eugenia Whitehead Research Assistantship, Iowa Women’s Archives

1996

Master and Servant Relations, University of Iowa Law School

Editorial Experience

2006

Special Issue Editor, “Freedom on the Margins: Emancipation, Diaspora, and  

Citizenship Struggles in North America,” Citizenship Studies 10:1
1996

Interim Editor, Annals of Iowa
1986-1991
Legal editor, Banks-Baldwin Law, Cleveland, Ohio
Publications

Special Issue Editor:  “Freedom on the Margins: Emancipation, Diaspora, and Citizenship Struggles in North America,”  Citizenship Studies 10:1 (February 2006).

“The Farmer Was a Wife: Women, Work, and the Reordering of Property Relations North of the Ohio, 1780-1830,” Working Papers Collection, 2006-2007 (The Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethincity Studies: Albany, NY, 2008)

“The Commonwealth of Pirates: Non-State Actors as Nation-Makers in the British Atlantic, 1700-1740,” Working Papers Collection, 2009-2011 (The Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethnicity Studies: Albany, NY, 2011)

“The Pirate Kings of Madagascar and The Problem of Imperial Subjecthood, 1698-1722” Working Papers Collection, 2013-2014 (The Center for Citizenship, Race, and Ethnicity Studies: Albany NY, 2013)

Research in Progress 
Intimate Empires: Sex, Race, and the Law in the Old Northwest, 1760-1830 (manuscript in revision)

“Slavery, Kinship, and Imperial Citizenship in the Great Lakes Borderlands, 1760-1876”

This book-length project examines the expansion and transformation of  Indian and African-American slavery in the Great Lakes region, trans-nationally defined. Interrelations between and shifts in systems of kinship and bondage served to define the boundaries of empire and nation in North America. This work foregrounds the role of coerced labor (productive and reproductive) in the economic and political development of the upper North American West.  It also analyzes the social significance of slavery and familial relations as they shaped and confused the construction of imperial sovereignty, race, and citizenship in the United States and Canada. 

“A Nation of Villains:  Caribbean Pirates as an 18th Century Nation-Stateless”

This article poses a deceptively simple question:  What if pirates, usually considered as the antithesis of nation, were a stateless national formation? By taking a hard look at their lives and behaviors on- and off-ship, their methods of organization, their economic practices, and their political utterances, I suggest that pirates acted as a nation confederated against all who would infringe on their political and social liberties. By examining the whole of the historical record on Caribbean piracy and entertaining the notion that a group can be a nation without being a state, I draw upon a burgeoning literature on the political organization of non-state and diasporic peoples and situate pirates as yet another group of 18th century Atlantic peoples displaced and rendered outlaw by the technologies of European empire.

Invited Lectures
2005
The Ancient Customs of this Place: Settlers, Subalterns, and Competing Legalities in Post-Colonial America,” Workshop: “Custom, Habit, Fetish, and Ritual in the Long 18th Century,” Center for Eighteenth Century Studies, Bloomington, IN

National Conferences
2012
“A Commonwealth of Pirates: Non-State Actors as Nation-Makers in the British Atlantic, 1700-1740,” Phi Alpha Theta National Conference
2008
“African-American Women and the Creation of Citizenship Law in the Old Northwest, 1779-1830” Berkshire Conference on the History of Women
2008
“Enslaved to the State: African-American Men, Convict Labor, and Internal Improvements in the Old Northwest, 1816-1860,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting
2007
“Mixt Like Jacob’s Cattle: Kinship, Slavery, and Empire in the Upper Mississippi Valley, 1780-      1830,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting
2006
“The Farmer Was a Wife: Women, Work, and the Reordering of Property Relations North of  

                             The Ohio, 1780-1830,” Western Historical Association Annual Meeting

2006

“She is Mine and I Will Have Her’: Midwest Liberation Struggles and the African-American

                             Household, “Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting

2004
Taking Liberties: African-American Liberation Struggle in Family Perspective,” New

 EnglandHistorical Association, October Meeting
2002
“Gender, Race, and the Transition to Free Labor in the Early Republic,” American Historical  Association Annual Meeting
2001
"Monsters in a Human Shape: Spousal Abuse and the Redefinition Of Marital Cruelty in the Early Republic," Society for the History of the Early American Republic, Annual Meeting
1999
“Resolving the Revolution: African-American Women and the Restructuring of Civil Society in Post-Revolutionary America,” Berkshire Conference on the History of Women
1998
“Ancient Customs and American Ways: Métis People and The Transformation of Legal Culture in Vincennes, 1779-1817,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting

Professional Service

College of St. Rose 

Secretary – American Association of University Professors

Mission and Heritage Committee, 2015-present

Faculty Review Committee, 2015-present

Professional Development Committee, 2013-present

Liberal Education Ad Hoc Committee, 2012

Middle States Working Group 3, 2012

First-Year Experience Committee, 2006-2011
Faculty Director – Alpha Lambda Omega Chapter, Phi Alpha Theta

Undergraduate Academic Committee, 2007-2009, 2016-2018
Athletic Committee – 2008-2011
Journal of Undergraduate Research Faculty Reviewer, 2009-2017
American Studies Steering Committee, 2002-2015
Women’s Studies Steering Committee, 2002-2015
Faculty Mentor – Women’s Soccer Team, 2006-2013
Departmental Search Committees -- British Imperial History , East Asian History, West African History, Comparative Political Science

National Professional Organizations and Journals

Board of Editors, Citizenship Studies 2009-2012
Society for the History of the Early Republic – Mellon Undergraduate Fellowship Program Mentor

Labor and Working Class History Association – Program Committee, 2007-2009

State Historical Society of Iowa -- Prize Committee, Throne-Aldrich Book and Article Award

Other

Saint Rose Interdisciplinary Writing Group

US Survey textbook and supplements reviewer – Pearson, Norton, Bedford-St. Martins

Peer evaluator – Journal of the Early Republic; Midwestern History; Annals of Iowa

H-Net Reviewer, H-SHEAR; H-Midwest
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